To:  The Honorable Tracy Stone-Manning, Bureau of Land Management Director
The Honorable Randy Moore, U.S. Forest Service Chief
The Honorable John Podesta, Senior Advisor to the President
The Honorable Brenda Mallory, Council on Environmental Quality Chair
The Honorable Ali Zaidi, White House National Climate Advisor

Re:  Next Steps on Mature and Old-Growth Rulemaking

Date: November 8th, 2023

Dear Tracy Stone-Manning, Randy Moore, John Podesta, Brenda Mallory, and Ali Zaidi,

Thank you for your leadership in ensuring durable protections for mature and old-growth forests
on federal lands as a critical natural climate solution in the United States. We are writing to
respectfully request that the administration make concrete progress to advance a rulemaking to
protect these forests from threats, including logging. As part of this, agency leadership must
provide interim direction so that current and planned logging projects do not constrain the
development of a mature and old growth forest climate rule.

The Department of Agriculture and Department of the Interior must continue to pursue a
rulemaking that will protect mature and old-growth forests and trees, building on USFS’s
Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and BLM’s proposed public lands rule. In parallel,
the Departments must ensure that current and proposed logging projects do not undermine the
ability of mature and old-growth forests to act as natural climate solutions under a future rule.

Protecting mature and old-growth trees and forests is a critical climate resilience and mitigation
strategy. These trees and forests store the most carbon on the landscape and are often the most
resilient to the impacts of climate change, such as worsening wildfire. Further, they protect
essential drinking watersheds, mitigate the impacts of flooding, provide critical habitat for
threatened and endangered species, and offer numerous cultural and recreational values.
Protecting these trees from commercial logging complements agencies’ objectives to enhance the
climate resilience of our federal forests.

Substantial progress on developing a durable rule, together with interim protections, would
represent a clear commitment and progress on this important climate issue. As funding hits the
ground from the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act and Inflation Reduction Act to protect
communities from the threat of fire, we must ensure mature and old-growth trees are not cut as
an unnecessary side effect of certain management activities.

Sincerely,
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